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BACKGROUND: Tuberculosis is prevalent in Ecuador, with 5,284 cases reported in 2016.
Cutaneous manifestation occurs from 0.1% to 2% of extrapulmonary forms.
To our knowledge we present the first case of Escrofulodermia reported in Ecuador until the
moment of this publication. Being the most common variant of cutaneous tuberculosis in
underdeveloped countries, it is most frequently associated with active pulmonary
tuberculosis, the predominant etiologic agent is M. tuberculosis that spreads by contiguity
from a deep underlying focus. For the diagnosis is considered the clinical, epidemiological,
and the identification of the bacillus by culture, biopsy or PCR.
Detection and early treatment reduces morbidity and mortality, hence the importance of
maintaining high suspicion in this country with a high prevalence of tuberculosis, to avoid
fatal outcomes such as the case reported.

OBSERVATION: A 23-year-old man, with a history of alcoholism and drug addiction,
presented a 2-year history of lesions in the neck that drain purulent material, spread to the
contralateral side and chest, leaving painful scars. They are accompanied by diarrhea, hairy
stools for countless times and weight loss.
At physical examination, a cachectic, diaphoretic patient. We value dermatosis located in
the neck and anterior thorax characterized by painful fibrotic scars and some erythematous
nodules that drain cheesy material.
Performed Tests: BAAR negative sputum. PPD negative. BH: anemia, creatinine 3.6, HIV
negative, colonoscopy: blind and ascending colon nodules whose biopsy reports
granulomas with spots of necrosis, suggestive of intestinal Tuberculosis. Zhiel Neelsen:
Negative. Histopathological skin: Granulomas with Langhans giant cells, surrounded by a
lymphocytes crown with a spot of necrosis. Zhiel Neelsen: Negative. Positive skin PCR for
M. tuberculosis
With these data disseminated tuberculosis is diagnosed, with scrofuloderma, antifungal
therapy is initiated in hospitalization, however the patient presents septic shock and dies

KEY MESSAGE: Cutaneous tuberculosis is a prevalent pathology in Ecuador
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