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Background : Erysipelas is a common skin infection, easy to diagnose clinically.
Nevertheless, atypical cases can occur, concerning the age, the localization, the door of
entry, the clinical morphology, or the evolution of the disease.

Matériel et méthods : We report all atypical forms of erysipelas, in a prospective study in the
dermatology department of Hassan II University Hospital in Fez, over a period of 8 years.

Results : Of the 300 patients admitted to erysipelas, 6 infant (mean 9.33 months) and 16
children (7.18 years on average) were affected. The infrequent pathological history was
dominated by breast cancer in 25 cases, pregnancy in 4 cases, osteosynthesis material in
4 cases, and cervix cancer in 1 case. Among the unusual entrance gates, the mastectomy
scar (3 cases), the points of fire (3 cases), the cold sores (1 case), the osteosynthesis
material (2 cases), an acral (1 case) and the amputation scar (2 cases). Atypical
localizations were also noted, with 10 cases of hemi-thorax erysipelas, extended to the
ipsilateral hemi-back in one patient, 3 cases of unilateral erysipelas of the thigh, a single
case of scalp erysipelas on a retro-auricular mycosis, a case of unilateral erysipelas of the
buttock on inguinal intertrigo, a case in the abdomen on eczema of contact, and 2 cases of
erysipelas on amputation stump. Clinically, a livedoid appearance was observed in one
patient.
The standard treatment of erysipelas was instituted in these patients despite the atypies,
with a good evolution. 

Conclusion : The diagnostic approach to unusual clinical forms broadens and enriches our
understanding of the disease, helps prevent complications, and is also a useful tool for
testing our knowledge.
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