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Introduction: An expanding range of complex new treatment options is available in
dermatology. Especially immune therapy and biologicals represent topics with more and
more legal questions. These might also affect dermatologists’ daily practice. Therefore,
believes of office based physicians are of high interest when considering patient-centred
care.

Objective: The aim was, to identify whether dermatologists feel confident about legal issues
and whether they visited legal seminars within the last 12 months. Furthermore, the need for
future seminars regarding legal advice were of interest.

Material and Methods: All physicians of the Psoriasis-Praxisnetz Süd-West e.V. (n=222)
were invited to participate in a web-based questionnaire study on legal issues in
dermatological practices. Participants stated different perceptions about law related topics
in dermatology. 

Results: Overall, 76 dermatologists participated in this study. Most were from Baden-
Wuerttemberg (36.8%), Rhineland-Palatinate (23.7%) or Bavaria (22.4%) and had more
than 10 years of experience as a dermatologist (82.9%). Within the last 12 months, most
physicians visited seminars on medical law targeting the German anti-corruption law and
most stated to have high interest in topics like patient education or recourse claims. Of all
participants, 76.3% (n=58) stated to have high or moderate interest in the field of medical
law, but however only 23.7% (n=18) stated to feel sure or rather sure on topics regarding
medical law.

Conclusion: Overall, the interest in legal questions in dermatology is high and considering



modern treatments and the respective patient-centred care, legal seminars for private
practices should be promoted. Most dermatologists report not to be confident with medical
law and are interested in further seminars. Visited seminars within the last 12 months did
not represent the reported current questions of dermatologists. Therefore, the inclusion of
dermatologists in the arrangement of new seminars can be of benefit for a better confidence
in topics regarding law.
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