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Introduction: Atopic eczema (AE) is a chronic, inflammatory, itchy skin condition that usually
develops in early childhood. Although AE is not always recognized as a serious medical
condition by health professionals, it can have a significant impact on affected individuals’
life.

Objectives: To assess the interest of the German population on AE over a one-year time
period and in different German cities in order to receive information for an improved AE
healthcare.

Materials and methods: Google AdWords Keyword Planner was utilized to assess the
search volume on the keyword ‘atopic eczema’ throughout Germany, and separately for
seven German cities (Berlin, Cologne, Dresden, Freiburg, Hamburg, Leipzig, Munich) from
September 2016 to August 2017.

Results: Overall, there were 61,200 Google searches on ‘atopic eczema’ in the period under
review in Germany. The seven cities covered 19.5% of the overall German search volume.
Berlin was the city with the highest search volume (3,680) followed by Munich (2,740) and
Hamburg (2,280). In proportion to the cities’ population Munich had the highest search
volume. The course of time showed a lower search volume for the months September and
October 2016 as well as June, July and August 2017 with the highest search volume in
January and March 2017. A similar course was found for Berlin and Cologne, while for the
other cities this could not be discovered.

Conclusion: Our study provides insight into the German populations’ interest regarding AE
and indicates a higher medical need for AE during colder months and in certain German
areas. However, more research need to be done to receive confidential information from
Google search analyses for target-specific AE healthcare.
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